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Hello, 
 

My thoughts are with the people in Florida who have been 
affected by Hurricane Ian.  The images shared on various 
news outlets show complete devastation in some areas cou-
pled with the unfortunate loss of many lives. The cata-
strophic wind and water damage will take years from which 
to recover.  The power of Mother Nature is simply amazing.  
She will do whatever she wants, when she wants and we are 
powerless to stand in her way.  The human spirit will prevail 
and homes and lives will be rebuilt. 
 

As fall ushers in cooler temperatures, we are also seeing a 
distinct cooling of the lumber markets. With interest rates 
rising, building has slowed down, homes sales are dipping, 
and home buyers have slowed the bidding wars that have 
inflated home costs.  In speaking with a realtor friend of 
mine, she confirmed the market is definitely in a time of 
correction and buyers are looking forward to a time when it 
returns to a buyersô market.  
 

Mid-term elections are coming up soon. I encourage every-
one to engage in their civic responsibility to vote. Dig in and 
do your research on the candidates in your districts in order 
to make an informed decision.  Our ability to vote and influ-
ence the direction of our country and government is what 
makes our country greatðwhatever your political affilia-
tion.  
 

Good luck to all the hunters.   First and foremost, be safe. 
Take a moment to enjoy the beauty of nature from the frost 
on the pumpkins, to the crisp leaves underfoot, and the first 
snowflakes of the season.  And perhaps my favorite, the 
smell of wood smoke and the warm dry heat it provides.  
 

I once heard a saying that I really enjoyed and am sharing 

with you, ñThere are two times of yearðautumn-- and wait-
ing for autumn.ò 

Pete Johnson 
LSLA President 
Granite Valley Forest Products 
Pjohnson@aaa-hardwoods.com 

Letter from the President  
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The Log is published bi-monthly by the Lake States 
Lumber Association, Inc. For address corrections or 
to contribute news articles, opinion pages, or advertis-
ing, contact us at:   
 
337 Superior Avenue       Phone: 920-884-0409 
Crystal Falls, MI 49920    Email: lsla@lsla.com 

2022 LAKE STATES LUMBER ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Pete Johnson ............................  President 
James Maltese .....................  Vice President 
Rob Paradise ............................. Secretary 
Butch Fisher .............................  Treasurer 
Jennifer Lu ...............................  Director 
Steve Peters ..............................  Director 
Kirby Kendrick ..........................  Director 
Colten Heagle ...........................  Director 
Peter Connor ............................  Director 
Kyle Jeske ................................ . Director 
Rick Luokkala ............................  Director 

2022 LSLA EDUCATION, INC. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Tim Kassis ...............................  President 
Scott Shaver ................  Secretary/Treasurer 
Colten Heagle  ...........................  Director 
Logan Wells...............................  Director 
John Gehringer ..........................  Director 
Scott Lyon ................................  Director 
James Maltese ............................  Director 

LSLA C ALENDAR   

OF  EVENTS  
 

Hardwood Lumber Grading  
Short Course 
December 5-7 
Kingsford, MI 

 
LSLA Budget & Board Meeting 

December 7 
Green Bay, WI 

 
Annual Winter Meeting 
January 18-20 
Green Bay, WI 

Back Row (left to right): Pete Johnson (Granite Valley Forest Products), Col-
ten Heagle (Choice Insurance), Steve Peters (Rockland Flooring), Kirby 
Kendrick (Kendrick Forest Products), Kyle Jeske (Richardson Hardwoods) 
  
Front Row (left to right): Nikki Loehr, (LSLA Administrative Coordinator),   
James Maltese (Stella-Jones Corp.), Rob Paradise (Devereaux Sawmill), Rick 
Luokkala (Performance Pallet Corp.)  
Not Pictured: Fred òButchó Fisher (AJD Forest Products), Jennifer Lu (WI 
DATCP), Peter Connor (WD Flooring) 
Photo courtesy of  Zach Miller, Miller Publications. 
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Registration form can be found on Page 10 and online at lsla.com 



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xyxDIQi0LUuSQJ9Vbj3Wy33cN0AjpbpHn00S85z_JtFUQlhKOUY1VUtTSzROMzhONUw0MjE4QVQxSS4u
http://www.hardwoodfederation.com
http://hardwoodfederation.com/Resources/Documents/HF%20Facility%20Tour%20Guide.pdf
http://hardwoodfederation.com/Resources/Documents/HF%20Facility%20Tour%20Guide.pdf


mailto:hardwood.federation@hardwoodfederation.com


https://www.facebook.com/lakestateslumberassociation




https://realamericanhardwood.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b5a7857255e232cd946e4d30&id=a2a8f444d0&e=25908b563f
https://realamericanhardwood.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b5a7857255e232cd946e4d30&id=a2a8f444d0&e=25908b563f
https://realamericanhardwood.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b5a7857255e232cd946e4d30&id=e85aa357ae&e=25908b563f









